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The Future Awaits -  12/27/2020   

“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go to a place 
that he was going to receive as an inheritance, and he left without 

knowing where he was going.” Hebrews 11:8 
The day after Christmas I found out through a phone call that my son and his wife had hit some black ice 

while driving and had totaled their car. My first thought was to ask if they were okay, had they been hurt? 

(They are okay, just some bumps and bruises). My second thought was, “Will 2020 ever be over?” 

 

I realize how absurd that is, but I can’t shake off this unreasonable hope that when we pass that very thin demarcation 

between December 31 and January 1 – between 2020 and 2021 – that somehow everything will be better. Irrational. It is 

simply superstition to think everything will be better as soon as this year is over. The future is unpredictable, uncertain, 

unknown. There is no way to know the future, but the good news is that we know the One who holds the future. 

 

I love the Biblical examples of people who trusted the One and totally stepped out in faith to move toward that future – 

still not knowing where they were going. In each example, whether it is Abraham, or Bartimaeus, or the various disciples, 

they leaned in and embraced the calling as an adventure. I do see the future that God has for me as something to be 

excited about, an adventure to anticipate. More realistically, however, I try to figure it out on my own, try to figure out 

how all the pieces will fit and how I will be able to do what I think I should do. How do I step out in faith into the future 

God has prepared for me? I like the example recorded in Mark 10:46-52: 

 

1. Bartimaeus called out to Jesus, “Have mercy on me.” 

2. Jesus asked him, “What can I do for you?” 

3. The blind man said, “I want to see.” 

4. Jesus said, “Your faith has saved and healed you.” 

5. Bartimaeus instantly recovered his sight and followed Jesus. 

 

“There is something powerful about the response in obedience to what God is calling us to that releases the blessing that 

he desires to pour out into our lives.” (Quote by Pastor Bill). God is so amazing! He has a future planned for us and when 

we step out into that future by faith, He also has amazing blessings waiting to give us. When I try to figure it out on my 

own, I miss those blessings, and I miss the joy and reward of having the relationship with Jesus that grows and is 

enriched when I am willing to step into the unknown. God told Abraham to leave his country and go to a place he would 

show him. Jesus told the disciples to leave their nets and follow him. Bartimaeus called out to Jesus and Jesus asked him 

what he wanted. “The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under 

everything that makes life worth living.” (Hebrews 11:1, The Message) The future awaits - and by faith, it is ready for you to 

begin now. 

So Consider…  
1. Are you hoping for a different outcome in your life in 2021? Is there anything you can do today to influence that? 

Will you wait for something to happen? Will you try to work it out yourself? Will you seek to walk in the future 

God has for you? 

2. Do you see a difference between where you have been and where God is calling you to go?  

3. What does God want you to change so you can receive a greater outpouring of the blessings he has for you? 

Take Action: This week, use the words of Bartimaeus to deepen and enrich your relationship with God. Call out to 
Him, “Jesus, have mercy on me. I want to see you.” Listen to what He calls you to do, and by faith, embrace that 
adventure and step into the future. The future awaits. 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. ~Tess 


